
Message from the Chair

Dear Members and Friends,
Welcome to the July edition of our newsletter.

From wheelchair rugby to innovation, art and energy,
we’ve had a busy month facilitating and supporting
some fantastic events, demonstrating the growing
diversity of the chamber community.

We kicked things off with the 2023 World Wheelchair Rugby Asia-Oceania Championship,
where we proudly cheered on Japan, Australia, and New Zealand. Japan was the clear
favourite from the get-go with unbeatable stamina and grit, rewarding the team with a gold
medal against Australia, with New Zealand securing the Bronze Medal.
 
ANZCCJ members enjoyed unique and inspiring artwork from 74 galleries from Japan, the
Asia Pacific, Europe and the USA at Tokyo Gendai. The international art fair, billed as a
nexus cross-cultural discovery and a major new platform for commercial, artistic, and
intellectual exchange, was a great success and we send a big thank you to member John
Boreland for facilitating our involvement with this fantastic project.
 
Our Young Generation Program partnered with The University of Melbourne Global
Management Consulting Program for a networking night mid-month, where around 50
members and friends of the chamber gathered to meet with the students taking part in the
internship program, as well as our fantastic and generous member companies hosting
them. It was a great opportunity to connect and foster relationships with these proactive,
smart students and to hear how they’re working with their host companies ANZ, Astris
Advisory, Lendlease, NAB, and Saputo. I have no doubt they will be back in Japan soon!
 
Rounding out the month we hosted two events in collaboration with our platinum member
Ashurst. First was a breakfast to launch the Tokyo chapter of the Australia Japan Business-
Women's Network at Conrad Tokyo. It was a wonderful start to the Ashurst-led initiative,
with conversations on the importance of developing, maintaining, and strengthening ties
between women across Australia and Japan –important discussions that will be followed up
in October at the AJBCC Joint Conference in Melbourne.
 
This was followed by the Australia-Japan Innovation Seminar, in collaboration with MUFG
Bank, Artesian, Austrade, the NSW government and JETRO, held at the Australian
Embassy. The event was made up of two parts; first the introduction of Australian
startups Nutromics, Liven, Katonic, AirSeed, Strong Room AI , Sicona Battery Technologies
by their passionate and energetic representatives, who came over to Tokyo especially to
introduce their ground-breaking tech, covering verticals such as climate, health, and
defense. This was followed by an overview of MUFG’s work with Artesian, their role in
facilitating investment in Australia’s startups, and how JETRO, the state governments and
firms such as Ashurst are working to drive the investment in Australian start-ups and bring
them to Japan.
 
At the end of the month, we bid farewell New Zealand Deputy Head of Mission, Dominic
Walton-France, who is leaving the role after four successful years. We thank Dominic for his
incredible support and friendship during this time, and for always keeping us informed on
NZ embassy updates and trade and economic news from onshore. We look forward to
working alongside his successor, Gareth Pidgeon, who joins the New Zealand Embassy
team after several years as Lead Adviser for Japan and Korea in the North Asia Division in
Wellington. 
 
Have a great month ahead, stay cool, and for those enjoying the 2023 FIFA Women's World
Cup underway in Australia and New Zealand, commiserations to the Kiwis and best of luck
to the Matildas and Nadeshiko Japan on their upcoming Australia v Canada and Japan v
Spain games.  
 
Sally Townsend

7

2023

ANZCCJ
74

John Boreland

50

ANZ Astris Advisory
Lendlease NAB Saputo

 

Ashurst 2

Ashuest ANZCCJ
10

AJBCC

MUFG Artesian Austrade JETRO

2 Nutromics
Liven Katonic AirSeed Strong Room AI Sicona Battery Technologies

MUFG

Ashurst
 

4

 2023 FIFA

 

News
 

Improving trade, tourism and diplomacy through sport

Earlier this year, The Japan Rugby Football Union (JRFU) signed a significant
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with New Zealand Rugby, and now they have taken
another stride by signing an MoU with Rugby Australia. This agreement aims to enhance
collaboration in fostering rugby development in both nations and the broader Asia Pacific
region. Over a five-year period starting in 2024, a series of fixtures will take place between
prominent teams. The Wallabies, Australia A, and Wallaroos will engage in exciting matches
against the Brave Blossoms, Japan XV, and the Sakura Fifteens. 

Phil Waugh, Rugby Australia CEO, expressed his enthusiasm, describing it as a remarkable
opportunity to strengthen the bonds shared between the two countries, extending beyond
rugby to include trade, tourism, and diplomacy. JRFU Chairman, Kensuke Iwabuchi,
echoed these sentiments, highlighting the potential for accelerated growth in Japanese
rugby through close collaboration with Australian Rugby, known for its popular national
team, the Wallabies, and its constant innovation in sports business.

Click here to continue reading.

 

Japan and Australia Strengthen Cooperation in Energy and Emission Reduction
Initiatives

During a press conference on July 26, Australia's Minister for Climate Change and Energy,
Mr Bowen, announced plans to expand hydrogen energy supply chains in collaboration with
Japan. As part of its energy transition, Australia aims to achieve 82% of electricity from
renewable sources by 2030 and while Australia has already committed AUD$40 billion
towards this objective Minister Bowen emphasized the importance of both foreign and
private sector investments to achieve its decarbonisation goals. In recent years the two
countries have intensified their hydrogen energy cooperation in the public and private
sectors, with a number of projects to transport hydrogen from Australia to Japan, however,
despite this shift towards renewables, Minister Bowden assured Japan of continued
reliability as a partner in conventional energy sources, including natural gas and coal,
where it is a major exporter.

Click here to continue reading.

 

Japan, Australia, New Zealand the US to support startups
 targeting Pacific Island countries

As reported by the Nikkei, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) plans to
collaborate with Australia, New Zealand and the United States to promote the expansion of
startup companies into Pacific Island countries. METI will offer financial support for proof-of-
concept projects in these nations, aiming to strengthen economic ties amidst China's
growing influence in the region. Pacific Island countries, like Fiji, Papua New Guinea, and
Palau, show interest in decarbonisation technologies and digital-based financial services.
METI will provide up to 40 million yen in subsidies for startups and small to medium-sized
enterprises seeking to venture into these island nations. Additionally, a match-making event
is set for 2024 to foster partnerships between Pacific Island governments and startups for
addressing social issues and driving commercialization. METI's goal is to establish a
foothold for Japan and allied nations in the small Pacific Island market.

 

Otsukaresama Aki!

Sadly it is time for us to say a big otsukaresama to our Senior Operations Manager, Akihiro
Ito, who is finishing up with us this week. Aki joined the chamber four years, and in that
time, he transformed our website, freshened up the look of our newsletters and event
invitations, contributed to the growth and success of our Young Generations Program, and
developed our Kansai presence, with two events to date. Always with a smile and positive
attitude, Aki, you have been a pleasure to work with and we wish you all the best with your
career progression.

 

Expo 2025 - Call for Suppliers

The Japan Association for the 2025 World Exposition is seeking a diverse range of
agencies to offer services related to the pavilions of Official Participants, including foreign
governments and international organizations who have accepted the official invitation to
participate. Interested agencies are invited to apply for inclusion in the esteemed list, which
will be shared with the Official Participants as per Article 10 of the Special Regulation No. 2
for the Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai, Japan. It's important to note that agencies who applied in
the previous year should refrain from reapplying to avoid duplication. The Expo anticipates
the participation of 150 countries and 25 international organizations, with approximately 50
countries constructing their own pavilions.

Click here to continue reading.

 

50th Anniversary of the Japan-Australia Society of Kumamoto - Exchange Festival

A "Japan-Australia Exchange Festival" commemorating the 50th anniversary of the
establishment of the Japan-Australia Society of Kumamoto is being is being held in
Kumamoto on 10 September 2023. The Society is seeking calls for vendors to join the
event to both exhibit and seel their products.  Please contact our Executive Director, Craig
Usmar on craig.usmar@anzccj.jp by 31 July 2023 for further details.

 

Exciting opportunities await at Harnet Corporation!

ANZCCJ Member, Harnet Corporation, is hiring for two key roles:
 

 Sales Staff: Are you experienced in food service sales, with a knack for building strong
client relationships? We're seeking a dynamic professional to join our Head Office team.
 

 Warehouse Operations Staff: Detail-oriented, organized, and hold a valid driver's
license? Help us manage our online and retail business, and assist with food service
deliveries.
 
At Harnet, you'll join a collaborative, innovative team, with competitive salaries and growth
opportunities. Ready to elevate your career? Apply today HERE 

 

ANZCCJ SME Member Spotlight

ANZCCJ SME Member Spotlight - Fumiko Watanabe (BrainMaid)

This month, we're thrilled to introduce the ANZCCJ SME Member Spotlight, where we shine
a light on the outstanding members of our small and medium enterprise networking
community. Fumiko Watanabe, one of our esteemed SME members, is a professional
career coach and the visionary founder of BrainMaid, a Tokyo-based company dedicated to
providing comprehensive support for human resources development within organizations.
BrainMaid stands out from traditional HR consulting firms due to its flexible, business-
focused, and strategic approach. With a strong emphasis on tailored solutions, BrainMaid
assists businesses in optimizing their human resources, fostering growth, and achieving
sustainable success. Fumiko's expertise and passion for empowering professionals make
her an invaluable asset to our network of exceptional SME members. 

 

Become a Member!

Since 1972, the Australian and New Zealand Chamber of Commerce in Japan (ANZCCJ)
has played a pivotal role in fostering commerce between Australia, New Zealand, and
Japan. As an independent, non-profit organization, we are dedicated to providing our 550
members with essential information, representation, and valuable commercial connections.

Our diverse community consists of Australian and New Zealand professionals conducting
business in Japan, Japanese companies with economic ties to Australia and New Zealand,
overseas members, and individuals maintaining business relationships between Japan and
Australia/New Zealand.

Joining the ANZCCJ unlocks a multitude of benefits, including the opportunity to engage
with visiting Australian and New Zealand government leaders, industry experts, and political
figures. Attend enlightening seminars and social networking events that facilitate knowledge
sharing and valuable experiences. Participate in conversations on pressing issues affecting
your business, while also having the chance to promote your own endeavors. Additionally,
members receive exclusive briefings on politics, trade, and economic developments from
the Australian and New Zealand Embassies.

Learn more about our membership and sign up below!

 

ANZCCJ Member Promotions

 

The ANZCCJ Promotions Page lists a range of special offers, exclusive to members and
newsletter subscribers. If your business would like to share a special promotion with your
fellow Chamber members, please contact the ANZCCJ Secretariat at info@anzccj.jp

 

Thank you to our Platinum Sponsors
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Powered by Glue Up

All-in-one CRM Software for Growing Communities


